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Concerns About Elections in Maldives

For democracy in Maldives to move forward, it is essential to build upon the successful
November 9th election and immediately proceed with the required and previously agreed
upon second round. U.S. and international observers viewed the peaceful and active voter
participation as a clear indication of the Maldivians' desire for a democratic transition. The
positive result of November 9 yet again demonstrates the consistency and capacity of the
Elections Commission to deliver a quality electoral process.

It is now imperative that the second round take place immediately and in line with Elections
Commission directions in order to ensure the Maldivian people are led by an elected
president of their choice.

To delay second round voting beyond the constitutional requirements for a new government
by November 11 will create uncertainties that may destabilize Maldives.

It is unreasonable and unacceptable for parties to continue to demand changes to an agreed
election date. VVoters deserve a greater degree of predictability over something as serious as a
presidential election. Changing the goalposts is unfair to Maldivian voters; we believe
Maldivians deserve better.
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